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PREFACE. 



Samuel Sewall, sometime business man, coun- 
cillor, judge, and always Puritan, began his Diary 
with an entry, Dec. 3, 1673, as to what he lectured 
on, that day to the students of Harvard College, he 
himself having been there graduated in 1671. The 
last entry is Oct. 13, 1729. By a coincidence, signif- 
icant enough to any student of this Diary, it ends 
with negotiations for a Puritan marriage match : 
"Judge Davenport comes to me, between ten and 
eleven o'clock in the morning, and speaks to me oh 
behalf of Mr. Addington Davenport, his eldest son, 
that he might. have liberty to wait upon Jane Hirst, 
now at my house, in the way of courtship. He told 
me he would deal by him as his eldest son, and more 
than so. Intended, to build a house where his uncle 
Addington dwelt, for him ; and that he should have 
his pue in the old meeting house. I gave him my 
hand at his going 'away and acknowledged his re- 
spect to me and granted his desire. He said Madam 
Addington would wait upon me. ... I informed 
his .Honor, the Lieut. Governor of what Mr. Daven- 
port had been about. His Honor approved of it 
much. Commended the young man, and reckoned 
it a very good match." 



Scwall'ii Diary, therefore, covern, in time, morelhan 
fil'tylive yeurH of the ohi New ICn^huul life, and when 
thut life wuH putting; itHelf into form. The book in 
too late to Hhow the detailH of the flrHt planting; of 
MaHHUchuNettH Colony under Winthrop, except by 
occuNional l)aek ((luneeM, more than one (generation 
having hipHed between i6j() and 1673. Vet there 
were in hiH day many of «« the renowned HettlerH," 
\^.)^ he NtyleH them, who lirHt came; and he wan near 
enouj;h in time to know thing's from the Ntart, the 
great head man, and " l^'idim Achaten " of New ICng- 
land PuritaniHm, John Winthrop, having died an late 
an March 26, 1649, or Ichh than twenty four year» 
before Sewall'H Diary bcginH. 

'I'he Diary itself, towards its opening, in broken, 
prol)a))ly by the loss of one or more of its manuscript 
volumes. 'Www. is a gap from July, i<')77, to Maich, 
1684 1685. 'I'his gap has been partially filled by 
the able editors of the Diary, frotn the Diary of Sew- 
all's father-in-law, John Hull, the (!olonial tieasurcr 
of "Pine 'rr(*e .Shilling" memory; so that .Sewall's 
book, as it now stands b(*fore the public, thanks to the 
love and care of its editors, is std)stantially continu- 
ous and complete. Sttwall wrote his Diary in long, 
thin blank books with flexible leather covets, such as 
business men theti used, in a plain, downright hand, 
of which the signature attached to his portrait in 
this book is a fair s|)ecimet), These books, preservc^d 
with care by his descetidants, have of late yeais been 
annotated and printed by the Massachusetts Ilislorl 
cal Society in tliree large volumes, amounting, with 
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tho liuUcc8» to nuhor more {\\\{\\ iHtcon n\iiulicd 
pam%* It l» perhaps nanllosM lo say llml " SmuuicI 
Sowull ut\tl Iho Worltl Ito LivotI tn** Imsos itself tipon 
this hw^vv publicutitm, tluui^h the eolois for its 
ptetures huvc been taken, when vivid luul hottest, 
wlunevcr fouiul. 

Diaries are about the eommonest t»f unpublished 
literature, ami ahuost eveiy business man makes one 
every year. Yet, with the millions of sueh, only two 
(liaiists in the lM\j;lish tongue have as yet attaimnl 
to mueh fanu\ Samuel IVpys and Jvdm Mvelyn. 
Of these two, Pepys is the better known to readeis, 
John ICvelyn was a KentUnnan, as IVpys was not, and 
u Christian, as IVpys only was by spasnts; lu>th lived 
in London, Isvelyn in t\ve reigns; and both wrote 
dt)wn with vivid peiis sueh things of the great wot Id 
as they saw lU ; and both will last as antong the 
makers of English lileiatuie. With these two V,\\^ 
lishmei\. In thie tin\e, by a well-weighed attd just ver 
tllet, Samuel Sewall will be associated in the san\e 
lasting fame. Not that he resend>les either, though 
mote like l\velyn ethieally, aiul like IVpys physi 
eally. 1'he two Mnglislnnen weie (1uneht»f Mngland 
nuM\, atui Mvelvn a sineere and consistent devotee. 
Sewall was the very type of the Tuiitan, and few 
lives were ever nune thoroughly colored by their leli- 
gion than his. All had been versed lt\ alfaii.s, and 
knew their times, IVpys .showing, perhaps, the nu^st 

* Up \m\ \\\p hrthU, n)40, wf km\\\\\h rtl»out wUh him a \>\\vVp\ rtlnm«m\ li\ 
whUh to |ot <\o\vu Oh {\\p n\\\\\ uhvtltliitt \\\\U\\ ««(imK hU Uwww a\\\\ v»mv 
iifti»n thM«* phtilM rtiti i»hIiuh»^«1, nrnt unmt {w U\\{\\\ \\\p PWov, .Vi»v»>irtlot 
UitiMi* \\wU\\ t^\\\\AM\'n MP hUU In t>HUtPiu^. 
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dynamic ability in administration, though quite in 
one direction ; Sewall wrought more in a longer and 
more varied public career than the others ; while 
Evelyn, as the virtuous associate of the great and the 
pure in heart, was in this world's affairs an atmos- 
phere rather than an actor who controlled. Both the 
Englishmen show more literary merit, better form, 
and Evelyn especially has vastly greater continuity 
and deliberation in his entries, than Sewall. 

With this showing, on what ground, then, can the 
claim be made for Sewall* s Diary, as a permanency 
in English literature, sure to come finally, upon its 
merits, to a lasting fame } First of all, because his 
Diary is the only one of New England, and, as to 
that matter, of the American nation so far, which 
our people, so rich in other things, can claim for 
its own ; and for Its own, as one of its most ancient 
and elaborate historical monuments in its ever cres- 
cent literature. We have no other book like it ; 
perhaps no other storehouse of old ways and social 
life so abundant as it. Sewall never took the time 
or the pains, being too busy, to get himself a well- 
mannered style and fixed forms as a literary man. 
Perhaps the exacting, and even narrow, zeal of Pu- 
ritanism, always unfavorable to art, dissuaded him. 
Yet there are not lacking passages in his Diary 
and Letter Book which show his ability to have 
written the strongest, well-ordered English had he 
willed it. Proofs of this ability will be found in 
this book later on. SewalFs Diary, then, will last 
because it is a rich mine of New England history ; 
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o:ng lAxvns ihoir o:nno:^ tv^xn r^^xyW^r,^::^ }V*,^^n.;' 
qikUTCiS;^ x^nd iho ir^r^urx^OTx^Ko t;:t:os^ x^^^) c\\^^> 
foibless xxhioh nvxke u:\ tor ir,v\^^ 5^x nxuoh xM^ *J:v\ 
As a nun of :?uoh 5^vul jvv^kion auvI Kva>.;v iKu 
he xx^xxs alni^v^t :^nre to n>cet ;x^nvv<t ^iny K\$v \m^ 
thin^:^ gvMng\ and a tix\uont tr;Ux^V,or thuM^iv tho 
colonx*; orticixijlx* so oi>nnccu\l wiih i:;\>vovnn>oni hou^ 
and abnxid as to see the inner xvoikioj;^ of .uVaus; 
xis a Judge hrvMight in c\M\tact xxith the tenure <u\\l 
rights of pn>}x^rty in some of its tno^x^ piotniosv^ne 
effects : now in\x>l\x\l in the S;don\ \YitohvM\\ft husi 
ness, and for wars setMn^;^ the crime of the land 
coming into court for tri.\l at^d perhaps sentence, 
— there xx^as no other man of his aj;x^ s\^ weU tittixl 
to xxTite a Diarx* like his. And, bcsiilcs* he h;hl the 
mind to write and jxTsistency in xx'riting on for fifty* 
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more truly His.^ That the Puritan was a man with 
a mission he himself firmly believed, and the fact 
has been often pointed out. Nor was this self- 
conceit, but self-surrender and self -absorption, on his 
part, into that Supreme Other Self who made him 
and all mankind. With the cross lights of heaven 
and history beating almost fiercely down upon the 
humility of him and his home in the wild, was it 
strange that an educated man, and a leader among 
his people, should try to tell to posterity how 
strangely and wonderfully God had dealt with His 
chosen } From this standpoint, at least, one is 
forced to conclude that Sewall, as the writing of his 
Diary proceeded, became aware that he was writing 
for posterity. 

The substance of this Preface has already furnished 
the reasons why " Samuel Sewall and the World He 
Lived in " is now submitted to the public. A word 
or two as to its plan and purpose, and, indeed, as to 
its right to task the overwearied eye of conscientious 

1 There is a very striking expression of this feeling in Sewall's speech in 
Council after Lieutenant-Governor Dummen had taken the oaths of office 
Jan. 2, 1723 : " When the representatives were returned to their own chamber 
I stood up and said, If your honor and this honorable board please to give 
me leave, I would speak a word or two on this solemn occasion. Although 
the unerring Providence of God has brought you to the chair of government 
in a cloudy and tempestuous time ; yet you have this for your encouragement 
that the people you have to do with are a part of the Israel of God, and you 
may expect to have of the prudence and patience of Moses communicated to 
you for your conduct. It is evident that our almighty Savior counselled 
the first planters to remove hither and settle here ; and they dutifully followed 
his advice ; and therefore He will never leave nor forsake them nor theirs ; so 
that your honor must needs be happy in sincerely seeking their interest and 
welfare ; which your birth and education will incline you to do. Difficilia 
quae pulchra. I promise myself that they that sit at this board, will yield 
their faithful advice to your honor according to the duty of their place." 
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readers. It does not, then, pretend to original re- 
search ; it avoids, with intention, the minute exact- 
ness of the antiquarian, and it uses for its groupings 
and pictures of the ancient Puritan life such material, 
from any quarter whatsoever, as could be verified and 
made useful. It has tried not to mutilate or mislead 
in its excerpts, and, in general, hopes to have suc- 
ceeded. It is indebted, first of all, to the ' Diary 
itself, as given to the public by the Massachusetts 
Historical Society ; and it is safe to say that without 
the aid of the publications of that Society any such 
book as this would be impossible. Since that Society 
exists to bring the treasures of American history to 
the American people, it is hoped, that in its own way, 
this book, availing itself of the Society's help, will 
assist in enlarging public interest in ancient things ; 
and it hereby refers all readers, in the ten thousand 
historical matters which it does not handle, to the 
publications of the Society, which now happily are 
become aids in any study of our history. 

Furthermore, the author is deeply indebted to the 
historical essays of Dr. George E. Ellis, and espe- 
cially to his "Puritan Age in Massachusetts," — a 
philosophy of New England Puritanism which is 
sure to last long in honor. 

THE AUTHOR. 



